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Dear Jim : 
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ThanAs for your letter of December 15th. By way of compliment, 
no one can ever fault you for lack of persistence , which is 
most admirable in a writer especially . 

w hile in Nashville for the Thanksgiving holidays , I visited 
Jimmy 'in prison, and we discussed again the prospect of a 
Playboy article. Once more, I advised him against it at this 

* nd as of that date he agreed. Neither of us wilhes to 
prejudice any future plans* : ’• ' : i >; ■ 

With regard to this whole matter , you are aware of % difference 
of opinion between Harold Weinberg and me. you probably also 
know that, were it not for Harold Weinberg, there is no reason 
to think that I would be in the case at all. Further, you also 
know that Jim Less r has done the lion's share ~5T"th%-^brk , par- 
ticularly of recent date, and done it with great skill dnd at 
great personal sacrifice , 

However , i am one of the counsel of record, and, as long as I 
remain .so, I must exercise my best judgment as to what is in my 
client s best interest. In this instance, it is my strong view 
that we would greatly undermine our position by granting an inter - 
view which involves payments of any kind* Even if there is 
nothing wrong with this, it would give the appearance of being 
completely inconsistent with our position that Ray’s basic prob- 
lems arise from the fact that he felt he had to sell his story 
to finance his defense, trader' the preseat circumstances, appear- 
ances are just as important as realities* % 

Xf there is a change in course, we’ll certainly be back in tone* 
Vi tli you* ■ " " : ' 


Best wi s he s for a good holiday season * 


Cordially yours , 


B, Fenste.rwal d , Jr* 


